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1. Purpose of paper:  
 

1.1. SDSC has requested regular updates on the progress of the Catford Regeneration 
Programme. This paper is a follow-on from the update provided in November. It seeks 
the Select Committee’s review of the final Masterplan Brief (attached as appendix 1) 
for Catford Town Centre Masterplan ahead of Mayor and Cabinet approval which will 
in turn enable the start of the tender process to procure a masterplanning architect.  

 
2. Recommendations:   
 

2.1. The Select Committee is asked to note and provide final comments on the draft 
Catford Town Centre Masterplan Brief ahead of Mayor and Cabinet approval of the 
Brief. The draft brief is attached as appendix 1 of this report.  

 
3. Background: 

 
3.1. At the 8th November 2017 Sustainable Development Select Committee (SDSC) 

meeting, Members were provided a working draft of the Catford Town Centre 
Masterplan brief for review and comments. 
 

3.2. The brief sets out the Council’s broad aspirations for Catford Town Centre as well as 
the key deliverables or outputs expected of a masterplanner. Due to procurement 
rules and commercial sensitivity, the brief is required to be Part 2 while being drafted 
until a final document is produced for the procurement of a masterplanner. 

 
3.3. The key aims of the masterplan are as follows, that it will: 

 

 form part of the evidence base for the emerging LB Lewisham Local Plan; 
 

 establish a framework for new development in the town centre in terms of its 
location, massing and potential function; 

 

 retain the intrinsic character of Catford as it grows in the future; 
 

 inform funding bids by LB Lewisham and its partners for a range of transport 
and regeneration initiatives; 

 

 be both aspirational and deliverable, commercially-based, and informed by a 
thorough understanding of the retail, residential and leisure market in Catford.  

 



3.4. The core masterplan objectives include: 
 

 Promote the creation of high quality places, spaces and buildings – including 
new town centre public realm experience – that prioritises the user experience 
of the built environment; 
 

 Provide greater clarity for landowners, developers, investors, operators, the 
Council and other public sector agencies as to the appropriate scale, location, 
mix and form of development which could be accommodated within the 
masterplan area; 

 

 Secure environmental improvements by enhancing the public realm and 
landscape assets and mitigating the impacts of traffic, particularly around the 
road bridge pinch points and key junctions; 
 

 Improve the quality of the public realm with a particular focus on the interface 
between ground floor uses and new routes and open spaces; 
 

 Protect and enhance urban fabric of heritage value and the settings of 
Conservation Areas; 
  

 Improve the retail and leisure offer in Catford for the morning, daytime and 
evening experience of the town centre; 
 

 Inform policy through the preparation of a Masterplan / Detailed Study / 
Implementation Plan. 

 
3.5. The following was some of the feedback captured at the Committee meeting on 8th 

November when the initial draft Masterplan Brief was presented: 
 

 The Broadway theatre should be given greater prominence in the 
masterplanning process; 
 

 The impact of the growth of online shopping as a major rival to high street 
shopping; 

 

 Some consideration should be given to the inclusion of a wide pedestrian and 
cycling bridge across the A205 from Plassy Island towards Catford stations. 

 
3.6. The above feedback has been reflected in the updated brief as follows: 

 
3.6.1. Broadway Theatre 

 
A section has been added to the Brief to introduce the role of the Broadway 
Theatre Conservation Management Plan.  In addition, a section has been 
added to introduce the ‘Smarter Office’ Strategy for the civic buildings which 
forms part of a wider civic strategy for the town centre.  A section has been 
added to present the opportunity to expand on the civic character of Catford. 

  



3.6.2. A Resilient High Street Retail Environment 
 

A section has been expanded to emphasise the Council’s vision to deliver a 
successful mixed-use town centre. In order to attract the best submissions 
and to fairly assess the technical capability of the contending teams, the 
Programme team are obtaining Town Centre Mixed Use advice. The purpose 
of the advice will be to provide the Council with a knowledge base and 
benchmarking for the procurement and development of town centre 
regeneration schemes and truly mixed use proposals, with regard to their 
procurement, briefing, assessment and design considerations. It will 
specifically focus on those topics that relate to, or affect the quality of spatial 
design and the end product and will sit alongside other documents and policy 
to help the borough achieve the best possible outcomes.   

 
3.6.3. Infrastructure 

 
A section has been added to highlight the policies behind the Mayor of 
London’s ‘Good Growth’ strategy and how they are interlinked. The aim is to 
change the transport mix to prioritise human health and experience. New 
connections and more connected places should support people to move 
between homes, work and communities; car dominance should not hinder 
their experience of moving about in the city. The appointed masterplanning 
team will review all options for public realm improvements and will also have 
to work alongside the TfL team responsible for Catford to progress preferred 
options.  

 
3.7. A final draft copy of the Masterplan Brief, incorporating the above notes in response 

to comments received from the Select Committee, is appended as a restricted 
document (Appendix 1) to this report. 
 

3.8. Other Programme Updates 
 

3.8.1. Engagement 
 

The data compiled from the Commonplace public online engagement platform, 
alongside the feedback obtained at the various face-to-face public engagement 
events, will be provided to the appointed Masterplanner, to inform the creation 
of a Masterplan that is truly rooted in the documented aspirations of the local 
community. The Engagement team will be pro-active in gathering views from a 
wide range of stakeholders to support this work. 

 

3.8.2. TfL  - Road Realignment 
 

In December, TfL’s Healthy Streets Portfolio Board endorsed the outcome 
definition (pre-feasibility design) undertaken for the Catford town centre 
highway project. The Board approved the progression of the project to the next 
stage of design development, Feasibility, which will be managed by TfL’s 
Transformational Schemes Sponsorship team through 2018. Feasibility design 
is jointly funded by TfL and LB Lewisham, again demonstrating the collaborative 
working relationship that has defined this project to date. 



 
4.6.1 Programme of Key Dates 

 
The list of key dates is set out in the table below. 
 

18-Jan-18 SDSC Catford Update: Masterplan Brief final review 

28-Feb-18 M&C Report:  Masterplan Brief 

Mar 2018 Procurement process for Masterplan begins 

22-Mar-18 SDSC Catford Update 

June 2018 Estimated Contract award date for Masterplan 

June 2019 Estimated Masterplan completion date 

 
Appendices:  
 

Appendix 1: draft Catford Town Centre Masterplan Brief (Restricted Document)  
 
Exclusion of the press and public for the consideration of appendix 1:  
 
It is recommended that under Section 100 (A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the 
public be excluded from the meeting during discussion of this item because it involves the 
likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of part 1 of Schedule 12A 
of the Act as set out below:  
 
It includes information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person 
(including the authority holding that information). 
 

For further information please contact Sarah Walsh, Senior Programme Manager – 
Urban Design, Capital Programme Delivery on 07881 259965  


